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Synopsis

Japanese apricot (Prunus mume Seibold & Zucc.) fruit are excessively acidic for table use, so they

are entirely used for processing. For this reason, production and marketing of Japanese apricot

differs from those of other fruits. The current production, marketing and processing of Japanese

apricot are summarized. In addition, the breeding objective for producing a new Japanese apricot

cultivar is discussed. Presently, there is an oversupply of Japanese apricot fruit because of

increased production and importation, so the market price has been on the decline. A new cultivar

that has different characteristics from ‘Nanko’ is required to abandon the status quo.
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