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Course of the Tea Breeding for Fifty Years in Japan

Yoshiyuki TAKEDA

National Agriculture and Bio-oriented Research Organization
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Summary

Tea breeding in Japan started after the beginning of the Meiji era. Nongovermental breeding such
as Hikosaburou Sugiyama played an important part in the early breeding. The systematical cross
breeding between the Assam variety and the Chinese variety was first performed at the Chiran sub-
station of Kagoshima agricultural station (designed station for breeding the black tea cultivar) in
1932. Cross breeding for green tea cultivars began after the World War I and many superior clonal
cultivars have been raised and registered in the 1980s and afterwards. The registration system of new
cultivars with Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries was applied to tea in 1953, and fifteen
clones were registered that year.

The establishment of the cutting method of propagating tea accelerated the dissemination of the
clonal cultivars. Though these clonal cultivars were planted widely after 1970s, demerits of the ex-
cess propagation of one cultivar, “Yabukita’, have been reflected in the decreased production and
consumption of tea.

Recently new uses of tea other than for drinking, for example as food ingredients, in health supple-
ments, in medicines, and industrial uses, are very promising. It is important to enrich genetic re-
sources and to evaluate new strains with regard to these needs.
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