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Summary: Rice cultivation system in Monsoon Asia is subjected to increasing challenges with global change, such as 

decline in arable land, increasing heat stress, increasing water scarcity and yield stagnation, etc. Sustainable 

intensification of rice cultivation system to adapt to climate change and climate extreme is of key concern. Here, we 

propose two general approaches to develop and optimize effective climate change adaptation for rice cultivation 

system, i.e., the top-down approaches and the bottom-up approaches. We also present some examples that apply the 

two general approaches to address climate change adaptation for rice cultivation system in Monsoon Asia. Finally, 

the research gap in this field is discussed.  
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1. Introduction 
 

Rice is the most important human food, eaten by more than half of the world’s population every day, and 90% of 

rice is consumed in Asia. However, rice cultivation system is subjected to increasing challenges with global change, 

such as decline in arable land, increasing heat stress, increasing water scarcity and yield stagnation, etc. Extensive 

studies have documented that climate change since 1980 has had major impacts on rice growth and yield (IPCC, 

2014). Mean temperature increases over the season will reduce crop duration (e.g., IPCC, 2014), whereas short 

episodes of high temperature during the critical flowering period of a crop can impact yield independently of any 

substantial changes in mean temperature (e.g., Wheeler et al., 2000). In addition, decrease in solar radiation can 

directly reduce photosynthesis rate, and consequently reduce biomass and grain yield. Due to agronomic 

management and climate change (e.g., increase in temperature and decrease in solar radiation), rice yield has become 

stagnated in recent decade at 35% of its harvested area (Fig.1) (Ray et al., 2012). 

 

 
 

Fig.1. Global map of rice yield trends from 1961 to 2008 (from Ray et al., 2012) 

 

Climate change is projected to continue in future, and the frequency and extent of extreme weather events such as 

extreme temperatures, droughts and floods are projected to increase with climate change. Under future climate 

conditions, rice yield variation is projected to increase substantially (Fig.2). 

Therefore, it is essential to develop climate resilience rice production system to adapt to climate change. The key 

research questions are how to develop climate change adaptation options or strategies? How to evaluate and optimize 

the adaptation options or strategies?  

 

 



 
 

Fig.2. Projected percentage change in coefficient of variation (CV) of yield for wheat 
 (Tao and Zhang, 2011; Challinor et al., 2010), maize (Tao et al., 2009; Urban et al., 2012), rice (Tao and Zhang, 2013), 

and C4 crops (arid and non-arid, Berg et al., 2013). (Source: IPCC, 2014) 

 

2. Climate change adaptation for rice cultivation system 

 

Here, we propose two general approaches to develop and optimize effective climate change adaptation for rice 

cultivation system, i.e., the top-down approaches and the bottom-up approaches. The top-down approaches 

emphasize the planning or designing adaptation strategies or options from nations and/or regions to local areas. 

The bottom-up approach means that local actors participate in decision-making about the strategy and in the selection 

of the priorities to be pursued in their local area. The bottom-up approach should not be considered as alternative or 

opposed to top-down approaches from national and/or regional authorities, but rather as combining and interacting 

with them, in order to achieve better overall results. 

 

2.1 Top-down approach: develop an interdisplinary integrated modeling framework to design climate resilient 

rice cultivation system  

Adaptation needs arise when the anticipated risks or experienced impacts of climate change require action to 

ensure the safety of populations and the security of assets, including ecosystems and their services (IPCC, 2014). 

Adaptation needs are the gap between what might happen as the climate changes and what we would desire to 

happen (IPCC, 2014). Therefore, climate change adaptation planning or designing should target to the anticipated 

risks or experienced impacts of climate change, propose, evaluate and optimize the effective adaptation strategies or 

options. To do so, an interdisciplinary integrated modeling framework should be developed, which can be applied to 

assess climate change impacts risk, as well as evaluate and optimize the adaptation strategies or options, and to 

design climate resilient rice cultivation system.  

As Fig.3, we present an interdisciplinary integrated modeling framework to design climate resilient rice cultivation 

system. The robust agricultural system models, which simulate the interactions between genotype (G)×Management 

(M)×Environment (E), are the core of the modeling framework. The agricultural system models can be applied to 

assess climate change impact risk, to evaluate the available adaptation options, and to design climate resilient rice 

cultivation system, together with a multiple objective optimizations function.              

Extensive studies have used this approach to identify the regions and the crops that are priorities for adaptation 

(e.g., Tao and Zhang, 2010, 2013; Iizumi et al., 2011); however, so far the evaluation and optimization of the 

available climate change adaptation options are just in its infancy. As an example, Tao and Zhang (2013) developed 

a superensemble-based probabilistic projection system (SuperEPPS) coupled to MCWLA-Rice and applied it to 

project the probabilistic changes of rice productivity and water use in eastern China under scenarios of future climate 

change. The temporal and spatial pattern of heat stress occurrence and the probability of yield decrease were plotted, 

which provide the targets for adaptations. Tao and Zhang (2010) further applied the SuperEPPS to quantify the 

relative contributions of adaptation options for maize production in the North China Plain. They found that the 

relative contributions of adaptation options can be geographically quite different, depending on the climate and 

variety properties. The biggest benefits will result from the development of new crop varieties that are high-

temperature tolerant and have high thermal requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig.3. An interdisciplinary integrated modeling framework to design climate resilient rice cultivation system  

 

2.2 Bottom-up approach: obtain the insights into climate change adaptation from historical experiences and 

local agronomic management practices 

Local level climate change adaptations options are important. We have tried to obtain the insights into climate 

change adaptation from the field trial data during 1981–2009 at hundreds of agro-meteorological stations across 

China, together with a rice phenological model (Zhang et al., 2014). Spatiotemporal changes of rice phenology 

across China, as well as the relations to temperature; day length and cultivars shifts were analyzed and presented. We 

found that major rice phenological dates generally advanced (Fig.4a, 4b, 4c) while rice growing period changed 

diversely for different rice cultivation systems in different agro-ecological zones (Fig.5). Length of vegetative growth 

period (VGP) increased at 59 (67.0%) stations for single-rice, however, decreased at 36 (54.5%) and 35 (51.5%) 

stations for early-rice, and late-rice, respectively. Length of reproductive growth period (RGP) increased at 71 

(70.3%) and 49 (55.7%) stations for single-rice and early-rice, respectively, however, decreased at 46 (54.8%) 

stations for late-rice ((Fig.5a). The changes were ascribed to the combined effects of changes in temperature, 

photoperiod and cultivar thermal characteristics. Increase in temperature had negative impacts on the lengths of VGP 

and RGP (Fig.5b, 5c). Day length slightly counterbalanced the roles of temperature in affecting the duration of VGP. 

The Accumulated Thermal Development Unit (ATDU) during RGP increased generally (Fig.5d). Furthermore, we 

found that during 1981–2009 cultivars with longer growth duration of VGP were adopted for single-rice, but 

cultivars with shorter growth duration of VGP were adopted for early-rice and late-rice. Cultivars with longer growth 

durations of RGP were adopted for single-rice and early-rice, as well as late-rice at the middle and lower reaches of 

Yangtze River. However, in the southwestern China and southern China, cultivars with shorter or almost same 

growth duration of RGP were adopted for late rice. In sum, for single-rice and early-rice, rice RGP duration 

increased despite of negative impacts of climate warming across China during 1981–2009. For late rice, cultivars 

with shorter growth duration were adopted to prevent frost damage in autumn (Tao et al., 2013). 
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Fig.4. Trend in heading date (a), mean date of rice maturity (b) and trend in maturity date (c), during the period of 

1981-2009. The stations with trend significant at 0.05 level are marked by a flag.  
. 

 

 
 
Fig.5. Trend in length of single-rice and late-rice reproductive growing period (RGP) (a) and Tmean during RGP (b), the 

correlation between length of RGP and Tmean(c), trend in ATDU during RGP (d), during the period of 1981 RGP and 
growing period (RGP) (a) and e marked by a flaglevel were marked by a flag. 

 
Besides the shifts of planting dates, flowering dates and cultivars, breeding heat-tolerant cultivars and improving 

agronomic management such as irrigation and fertilization can reduce damage of heat stress (Duan et al., 2012). 

Different cultivars have large differences in heat tolerance (Jagadish et al., 2008). Irrigation methods can reduce 

damage of heat stress as well. Research showed that alternative wetting and moderate soil drying irrigation 

significantly increased seed-setting rate, 1000-grain weight, grain yield, brown rice, milled rice and head rice, and 

reduced chalky grains and chalkiness degree (Duan et al., 2012). Alternative wetting and moderate soil drying 

irrigation also increased the break down viscosity and decreased the setback viscosity. Applying suitable amount and 

proportions of N, P, K fertilizer, as well as trace elements and hormonal matter such as Silicon can increase rice heat 

tolerance, fertility and 1000-grain weight.   

 

3. Conclusions 

 
Sustainable intensification of rice cultivation system to adapt to climate change and climate extreme is of key 

concern, however, so far, both the adaptation theory, practice and agricultural system modeling tools is still under 

(a) (b) (c) 



developing. Both the bottom-up approach and top-down approaches are important, which should be combined and 

interacted with each other to achieve better overall results. An integrated modeling framework that simulates the 

interactions between G×E×M can integrate interdisciplinary knowledge to design climate resilient rice cultivation 

system. 
 

Acknowledgement 
  This study is supported by the Science and Technology Strategic Pilot Projects of Chinese Academy of Sciences 

(Project No.XDA05090308), and the National Natural Science Foundation of China (41071030). We appreciate the 

discussions by Drs. Motoki NISHIMORI, Toshi HASEGAWA and Yasushi Ishigooka. The support of Monsoon 

Asia Agro-Environmental Research Consortium (MARCO) and National Institute for Agro-Environmental Sciences 

(NIAES) is greatly acknowledged.    
 

References 
[1] Berg, A, de Noblet-Ducoudre M, Sultan B, Langaigne M, Guimberteau M. 2013. Projections of climate  

change impacts on potential C4 crop productivity over tropical regions. Agricultural and Forest Meteorology, 170:  

89-102. 

[2] Challinor, AJ, Simelton ES, Fraser EG, Hemming D. 2010. Increased crop failure due to climate change:  

assessing adaptation options using models and socio-economic data for wheat in China. Environmental Research  

Letters, 5(3), 034012. 
[3] Duan, H,Shu, Z, Xu, Y, et al. 2012. Role of Irrigation Patterns in Reducing Harms of High Temperature to Rice.  Acta Agron 

Sin, 38(1): 107-120.  

[4] Jagadish, SVK, Craufurd PQ, Wheeler TR. 2008. Phenotyping parents of mapping populations of rice  

(Oryza sativa L.) for heat tolerance during anthesis. Crop Sci. 48: 1140-1146. 

[5] IPCC, 2014: Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Part A: Global and Sectoral Aspects.  

Contribution of Working Group II to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate  

Change [Field, C.B., V.R. Barros, D.J. Dokken, K.J. Mach, M.D. Mastrandrea, T.E. Bilir, M. Chatterjee, K.L. Ebi, 

Y.O. Estrada, R.C. Genova, B. Girma, E.S. Kissel, A.N. Levy, S. MacCracken, P.R. Mastrandrea, and L.L. White 

(eds.)]. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA, 1132 pp. 

[6] Iizumi, T., M. Yokozawa, and M. Nishimori, 2011: Probabilistic evaluation of climate change impacts on paddy  

rice productivity in Japan. Climatic Change, 107, 391-415 

[7] Ray DK, Ramankutty N, Mueller ND, West PC, Foley A. 2012. Recent patterns of crop yield growth and  

stagnation. Nature Commun. 3: 1293. 

[8] Tao, F, Zhang Z, Liu J, Yokozawa M. 2009b: Modelling the impacts of weather and climate variability on crop  

productivity over a large area: a new super-ensemble-based probabilistic projection. Agricultural and Forest  

Meteorology, 149: 1266-1278. 

[9] Tao F, Zhang Z. 2010. Adaptation of maize production to climate change in North China Plain: Quantify the  

relative contributions of adaptation options. Eur J Agron, 33: 103-116. 

[10] Tao, F, Zhang Z. 2011. Climate change, wheat productivity and water use in the North China Plain: a new super-

ensemble-based probabilistic projection. Agricultural and Forest Meteorology, 170: 146-165. 

[11] Tao, F, Zhang Z. 2013. Climate Change, high temperature stress, rice productivity and water use in eastern  

China: a new super-ensemble-based probabilistic projection. J App Meteorol Clim, 52: 531-551. 

[12] Urban, D, Roberts, MJ, Schlenker W, Lobell D. 2012. Projected temperature changes indicate significant  

increase in interannual variability of U.S. maize yields. Climatic Change, 112: 525-533. 

[13] Wang, P, Zhang Z, Song X, Chen Y, Wei X, Shi P, Tao F. 2014. Temperature variations and rice 

yields in China: historical contributions and future trends. Clim. Change, 124: 777-789. 

[14] Wheeler, TR, Craufurd, PQ, Ellis, RH, Porter JR, Vara Prasad, PV. 2000. Temperature variability and the annual  

yield of crops. Agric. Ecosyst. Environ. 82: 159-167. 

[15] Zhang S, Tao F, Zhang Z. 2014. Rice reproductive growth duration increased despite of negative impacts of  

climate warming across China during 1981–2009. Eur J Agron 54: 70-83. 


