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December 14, 2006
Tsukuba International Congress Center (EPOCHAL), Japan

Symposium Statement

To Further Advance Agro—Environmental Research in Monsoon Asia

The 276 participants from 15 countries in the international symposium “Evaluation and Effective Use of Environmental
Resources for Sustainable Agriculture in Monsoon Asia — Toward International Research Collaboration”, hosted by the National
Institute for Agro—Environmental Sciences (NIAES) and supported by the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Research Council

of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, hereby confirm and agree upon the following points by consensus.

1. In monsoon Asia it is urgent that we solve environmental problems affecting agriculture in order to achieve sustainable
development while maintaining a sound agro—ecosystem.

2. Solving these problems requires that researchers, administrative authorities, research institutes, and other entities connected
with agriculture and the environment in the countries of this region make a concerted effort under close collaboration.

3. For that purpose, we shall create the Monsoon Asia Agro—Environmental Research Consortium (MARCO), which
transcends the boundaries of specialization and countries, and conduct agro—environmental research through international

collaboration under the consortium.

Role of NIAES in the Consortium

The National Institute for Agro—Environmental Sciences (NIAES) will pursue the following activities for the purpose of
conducting research under the Monsoon Asia Agro—Environmental Research Consortium (MARCO).

1. Regularly provide venues for events such as international symposia for exchanging research information.

2. Provide a website as a venue for exchanging consortium information.

3. Help train the people who will carry on activities under the consortium.
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