
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Ir Sjoukje Heimovaara, WUR,  
Netherlands 

Profile 
 
Sjoukje Heimovaara is since 1 July 2022 President of the Executive Board of 
Wageningen University & Research (WUR). She studied Plant Breeding at 
Wageningen and obtained her PhD at Leiden University. She subsequently 
worked at the Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific Research (TNO) 
and the international plant breeding company Royal Van Zanten, as Research & 
Development (R&D) director and thereafter as CEO. Heimovaara knows the plant 
breeding and research world like the back of her hand and has been getting to 
know the food world as Director at the Agrotechnology and Food Sciences Group 
(AFSG) at WUR.  
 
Sjoukje Heimovaara has cross-sector experience in government, contract 
research, fundamental research, higher education, as well as in the corporate 
world. Within WUR, she works on generating, applying and disseminating 
scientific knowledge from the fields of research and education for the benefit of 
society. And thus, contributing to a healthier and sustainable world. 
 
Additional functions  
Heimovaara is a SDG 12.3 Champion, Vice President of Universities of the 
Netherlands (UNL), member of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the UN Food 
System Coordination Hub and member of the recommendation committee of 
Museum Staal. In 2024 Heimovaara was a member of the Strategic Dialogue on 
the future of EU agriculture, spearheaded by the President of the European 
Commission. 


