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Social insects rely heavily on pheromone communication to maintain their sociality. Egg protection is one of the most fundamental social
behaviors in social insects. The termite egg recognition pheromone (TERP) strongly evokes the egg-carrying and -grooming behaviours of
workers. Despite the great scientific and economic importance, TERP has not been identified because of practical difficulties. We identified the

antibacterial protein lysozyme as the termite egg recognition pheromone, which strongly evokes the egg-carrying and -grooming behaviors.
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