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Germplasm of Weeping Type Japanese Chestnut in Japan
Kazuo KoToBukl, Yutaka SAWAMURA, Toshihiro Saito and Norio TAKADA

Department of Breeding, National Institute of Fruit Tree Science
National Agriculture and Bio-oriented Research Organization
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8605, Japan

Summary

Based upon information obtained from the literature and internet sites, the state of preservation of weep-
ing type Japanese chestnut (Castanea crenata Sieb. et Zucc. var. pendula Makino) germplasm in Japan was
investigated. As of the year 2003, 22 sites had been found where weeping type chestnut trees are still grow-
ing alone or in groups. Most of them are designated as natural monuments by the nation, prefecture, city,
town or village. However, some of them have been damaged and become weak, mainly because of aging.

The stands of weeping type Japanese chestnut considered to be natural are found in Koriyama and Iwaki
(Fukushima), Maruko and Tatsuno (Nagano), and Gero (Gifu). Many trees standing alone are protected on

the grounds of shrines or temples.

Among 22 sites investigated, only Shinjo (Okayama) is far geographically from others.

Key words: Castanea, chestnut, weeping type, natural monument, 0 0 0 0 O
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