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Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) outbreaks in 2000, Japan and the struggle
against FMD in the National Institute of Animal Health

National Institute of Animal Health Task Force Team for the Eradication of FMD
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Summary

Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) outbreaks in 2000, Japan and the struggle
against FMD in the National Institute of Animal Health

National Institute of Animal Health Task Force Team for the Eradication of FMD

Four outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) occurred from March to May, 2000 in Miyazaki and Hokkaido
Prefecture, Japan, the first cases for 92 years. The outbreaks of FMD shocked the animal health and livestock
sectors into panic, but strongly warned that the animal health skills were very important in Japan. Almost all
sectors including the Civil Service did their best for the eradication of the FMD. The National Institute of
Animal Health also established a task force team immediately and concentrated on the eradication of FMD. As a
result, the FMD was finished on June 9, 2000 and the OIE reauthorized Japan at once as a FMD free country on
September 26, 2000. These facts showed that we had worked quickly and cooperatively for the eradication of
FMD in the whole country.

Bull. Natl. Inst. Anim. Health No. 108, 39-54 (March 2002)
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