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Development and characteristic of Hokkaido rural society
—Trend of farmer and land and village, after the latter half of the 1980’s—

Takao Hosovyama

Summary

The result of review in this report is arranged as
follows.

First, the instability of the farmer succession
increases in Hokkaido, since the latter half of the
1980’s. The number of aged farmers increases, and the
abandoning farming is also intensely advanced. An
increase of non—farmer of land ownership is remarkable,
at the same time. However, because they are elderly
households, the perpetuity of the house is severe.

Secondarily, the letting and hiring of farmland
increases rapidly. Letting and hiring develops, with the
buying and selling before, because of non—farmer of
land ownership increase. However, the elderly
household is center existence, even if it is said non—
farmer of land ownership. Therefore, a long term of the
farmland lending by them is not guaranteed.

Thirdly, the farm village cannot be provided for the
subject of the resource management. There, not the
village but another organization functions chiefly, as a

subject of the resource management. At the same time,
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the farmer is predominant as an individual participant.
Participation by non—farmer of land ownership is a little
there, though it is a farmland owner.

Fourthly, the generation of a critical situation in the
rice field zone will be expected, according to the trend
forecast in the future. The supply—demand structure in
the farmland has been greatly eased, in the rice field
zone. Therefore, a great scale expansion is requested.
However, it has misgivings about making of the
farmland surplus, because manpower tends to lack.

It will be necessary to research the following points,
in the future. First, as for non—-farmer of land
ownership, it is an examination concerning the settling
down, in village. Secondarily, it is directionality of the
leased land development. That is, the prospect of the
stability of leased land is requested. Thirdly, it is
clarification of the realities concerning resource
management, in the leased land development phase.
Fourthly, the examination is necessary for promoting

the cooperation management, in the rice field.
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