000 O ORep. Nat’l Food Res. Instd No. [OIMOIMOOTOM O0OOOO 1]

guoobobbtooooooobbouoooobmmoooon

oo ooéb

Results of research project members participating in a proficiency testing program
for food microbiology in 2008

Shigehiro Naito®

National Food Research Institute, 2-1-12 Kannondai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305-8642 Japan

Abstract

Forty eight members of the Research Project Ensuring Food Safety from Farm to Table supported by a grant-in-aid
from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan participated in a proficiency testing program in food mi-
crobiology for viable cell counts (total counts for Escherichia coli, Enterobacter aerogenes and Enterococcus faecalis)
and all reported values were judged as acceptable because absolute values of z scores were less or equal 2. Forty two of
the 48 members also measured coliform group (total counts for Escherichia coli and Enterobacter aerogeneses) and 39
reported values were acceptable. Out of the 48 members 26 and 23 members reported the counts for Escherichia coli and

Saphylococcus aureus, respectively, all of which counts were acceptable.
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