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Moisture Contents in Black Tea Grown in Japan
and Other Countries
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Moisture Contents in Black Tea Grown in Japan and Other Countries

Namiko Ikeda

Summary

We investigated the moisture contents in 181 tea samples, including Japanese green tea and black tea that
were grown in Japan, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Kenya. The difference in between the tea types was
significant at the 1% level. The average moisture content of green tea produced in Japan was 4.66%, which was
less than those of black tea from Japan (7.02%), India (6.97%), Nepal (6.77%) and Sri Lanka (6.84%). There was
no significant difference between countries in the moisture contents of black tea. The moisture contents of black
tea made using the orthodox method were higher than those made using the crush-tea-curl (CTC) method. The

results suggest that the optimal moisture content of black tea is higher than that of Japanese green tea.

Accepted; September 30, 2013
Tea Research Division
2769 Shishidoi, Kanaya, Shimada, Shizuoka, 428-8501 Japan





