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Growing Technique of Melon to High Quality

Toshikatsu OIZUMI

Chiba Prefectural Agriculture Research Center Southern Prefectural Horticulture Institute

Summary

In melon cultivation, great increase of female flower-bearing ratio, acceleration of fruit growth and
improvement of fruit quality can be realized by transplanting the seedlings raised on cell trays at the

optimum time.

For production of large fruit in autumn, the key points are to pinch off the top of the plants leaving
15 to 16 leaves above the fruit set positions on the primary stems making sure that the pollination is
one day before, or at the latest same day as top pinching, and to remove side branches and shoots five
days after pollination, carefully managing the primary stage.
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