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Efforts to Develop and Spread Alternatives to Methyl Bromide

in Kochi Prefecture

Shigeharu TAKEUCHI

Kochi Agricultural Research Center

Summary

Kochi Prefecture is the largest consuming area of methyl bromide for pre-planting fumigation
in Japan. Several examinations for developing practical alternatives to methyl bromide have been
conducted since 1995. Also, concerned organizations have built up a closer connection to spread
information about alternatives. However, practical alternatives are not yet well developed against soil-
borne virus diseases of cucumber, melon and green pepper, and root rot of ginger. Therefore, methyl
bromide is continuously used as a critical practice for such combinations of disease and crop. It is the
most important subject to develop and spread practical alternatives for controlling these diseases.
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